
 

• School presentations 
last up to 1 hour 
(includes 20 dramatic 
presentation and Q&A)

• Can read to a class or an 
entire school

• Can do up to three 
presentations/day

• 1 hour Author Talks 
and workshops on 
Finding your Voice also 
available

For more information 
check out my website at: 
www.malinalegria.com or 
contact me at: 
malinalegria@gmail.com

Readings & 
Workshops Malín Alegria

Young Adult Author 

NOW IN 
PAPERBACK
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www.malinalegria.com

Malín Alegria Ramirez was raised 
in San Francisco’s Mission 
District. She’s a graduate of UC 
Santa Barbara and received her 
MA in Education. She is a 
teacher, Master Gardener, Eco-
Warrior, Aztec dancer, and 
performer. “Estrella’s Quinceñera” 
was published by Simon & 
Schuster in 2006. Her new book, 
“Sofi Mendoza’s Guide to Getting 
Lost in Mexico” will be released 
May of 2007. Malin currently lives 
in New Mexico where she working 
on her 3rd novel and screenplay.

 “A-“ Entertainment Weekly

“Alegria writes about Mexican American 
culture, first love, family, and moving between 

worlds with poignant, sharp-sighted humor and 
authentic dialogue. Teens of all backgrounds 
will see themselves in Estrella’s struggle to 
discover herself and to stand firm against 

outside expectations.” –Booklist

Estrella Alvarez is turning fifteen, and she's not 
happy about it. For as long as she can 
remember, her mother has been planning an 
elaborate quinceanera, complete with a mariachi 
band, cheesy decorations, and a hideous dress. 
Estrella is so over it. She'd much rather have an 
understated dinner party at a posh restaurant 
downtown -- that way, she can invite her two 
best friends from private school, who have no 
idea Estrella lives in the barrio. Even though 
Estrella tries to keep her home life a secret from 
her school friends, things get even more 
complicated when she falls for Speedy, a cholo 
whom her new friends -- and her parents -- 
would definitely disapprove of.

Caught between her family's wishes and the 
allure of her sophisticated friends, Estrella is 
forced to make some tough choices. This funny, 
touching book follows one girl's struggle to 
figure out who she really wants to be.

Even though Sofi Mendoza was born in 
Mexico, she’s spent most of her life in 
California. But when Sofi and her friends 
sneak off for a weekend in Tijuana, she gets in 
real trouble. To Sofi’s shock, the border patrol 
says that her green card is counterfeit. Until 
her parents can sort out the paperwork and 
legal issues, Sofi is stuck in Mexico.

In the meantime, Sofi must stay with her long-
lost relatives in rural Baja. It’s bad enough that 
Sofi has to miss the senior prom and even 
graduation, but her aunt, uncle, and cousins 
live on a ranch with no indoor plumbing! As the 
weeks pass, though, she finds herself adapting 
to her surroundings--Sofi starts helping out on 
el rancho, getting along with her bratty 
cousins, and even meets someone special. 
Though the unexpected crash course in her 
heritage, Sofi comes to appreciate that she 
has a home on both sides of the border.

Estrella’s Quineañera Sofi Mendoza’s Guide 
to Getting Lost in 


